[Bilharziasis and bladder cancer. A case report].
In our setting, the association between bilharziasis and bladder cancer is uncommon. However, the presence of recurrent haematuria in a patient from an endemic area of bilharziasis (east of Africa and Middle East), is highly suspicious of this disease. Lack of an adequate treatment by using anthelminthic drugs during the acute phase of disease, might lead to the onset of chronic bladder lesions and, on occasion, bladder cancer, of the epidermoid type in the majority of cases. Because of the high mortality and aggressivity of this type of cancer, an early diagnosis and appropriate treatment of acute lesions is mandatory. We report a 40-year-old black male from Senegal, presenting chronic bladder schistosomiasis and infiltrative epidermoid carcinoma of the bladder, diagnosed and treated in our department by palliative cystectomy.